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MYSELF : Then there is a second copy of this despatch :
it has been annotated in pencil by I don't know whom.
Then three other copies, not annotated. Then here is a
criticism of this despatch. . . .
CLEMENCEAU : Oh !   By whom ?
MYSELF : It isn't signed. The author of this document
says, c The Command knew how to plan and prepare > asserts
General Joffre. That is a mistake, and it was precisely the
lack of sufficient preparation which caused the plan to
miscarry/ Otherwise it is quite a free and easy review of
Joffre's despatch.
CLEMENCEAU (showing me other papers} : And these ?
MYSELF : This is still another anonymous examination
of Joffre's despatch. Thirty-four typewritten pages. But
it seems to me to be more carefully, more closely written.
The argument goes deeper into various matters : Tahure,
Ripont, La Butte du Mesnil, the Trou Bricot. ... * It
was the advance beyond the first zone which marked the
critical instant for the offensive. And it was precisely the
beginning of this step which the High Command had
neither foreseen nor prepared against. . . /
CLEMENCEAU : Who could have written that ?
MYSELF : Mangin ?   Ferry ?
CLEMENCEAU : What a string of generals has filed
through these doors!
MYSELF : A despatch from a commander on the attack
which took place on December i4th: * The day cost us
seventeen officers and an as yet undetermined number of
men, which will probably exceed six hundred/
CLEMENCEAU : Naturally for nothing. For the com-
munique. I took a stand against that sort of thing, so
they accused me of imdertnining the morale of the country.
MYSELF : Documents on the Sarre. A copy of a very
interesting letter from Paul Cambon to Delcasse.